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VEHICLES ON THE ROAD

 TRUCKS589,445
 BUSES73,608

 VANS4,604,861

 CARS35,082,800
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VEHICLES ON THE ROAD
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OUR CARS?
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+29%

2020
4,604,861

2010
3,566,460

VANS

+29%+29%

4,604,861

2010
90,700
2010

-19%

2020
73,608

BUSES AND 
COACHES

-19%+5%

TRUCKS

2020
589,445

2010
563,295

+5%

THE DECADE 
OF THE VAN

Source: 
COMMERCIAL
MOTORPARC 2020 DATA
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VEHICLES ON THE ROAD

The LCV’s contribution 
to the UK economy

3.4m
people use 
or depend 

on vans 
for 

their work

Vans support
10% of the 

UK’s workforce, 
delivering a 
combined 

wage bill of 
£56 billion,

or 11%
of UK GDP
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VEHICLES ON THE ROAD

59%
growth in the LCV sector since 2000 

60%
of LCV parc is driven by: 

900,000
used vans change hands each year

The second (and third) life of the LCVThe LCV’s role in industry LCV sector growth

construction; wholesale, retail and repair 
of motor vehicles; manufacturing; 

and transport and storage 

growth in the LCV sector since 2000 

and transport and storage 

Construction 
is the biggest 

single user of LCVs 
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Source: SMMT 2019

Emissions 
reduction

DOWN
from 2000 levels

37.7%

CO2
Emissions

AVERAGE CO2 EMISSIONS FOR NEWLY REGISTERED CARS
 FELL -11.8% IN 2020

CO2 g/km

EU target 
95g/km

EU target 130g/km

UK

140 
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200 
2011 2009 2007 2005 2003 2000 2013 2015 2017 2019 2020 2021 

112.8g/km
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 A Euro-VI bus emits 

95% lessNOx
on the road than a 

Euro-V bus
Source: Transport for London

0.5 g/km 0.08 g/km

Reduction in 
diesel car 

NOx emissions
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CAR EMISSIONS TESTING

Introduced in 2017 for new models and 2018 for new registrations, 
the WLTP (Worldwide Harmonised Light Vehicle Test Procedure) 
was introduced to replace the old NEDC lab test. 

A lab test to measure fuel consumption, CO2 and pollutant 
emissions from cars:

■ Test cycle data based on real-driving data 
■ Variety of driving phases tested
■ Powertrain configuration of each car tested 
 for the car’s lightest and heaviest version

WLTP test RDE
The Real Driving Emissions (RDE) test measures pollutants while a 
car is driven on public roads, complementing the WLTP lab test.

Portable Emission Measuring System 
(PEMS) measures data collected while 
car is driven in a variety of conditions:

Low speed (urban roads)Medium speed (rural roads)High speed (motorways)Low and high altitudesYear-round temperaturesAdditional vehicle payloadDifferent gradients

RDE provides a snapshot of a vehicle’s performance on the roadon the road

Why do we still need a lab test?
The WLTP test is much more representative and lab 
tests allow for a standardised, repeatable testing model which 
enables comparisons of one car’s emissions with the next.



+£62billion
economic growth

3,900
lives saved

47,000
serious accidents prevented 

(2019-30)

+420,000
New jobs

55% 
of new Automotive jobs 

to be high skilled

+20,000
new jobs in Automotive

CONNECTED AND AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES
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Potential overall impact of CAVs on the UK economy by 2030

37Source: SMMT and Frost & Sullivan report, 2019: Connected and Autonomous Vehicles: The Global Race to Market
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CONNECTED AND AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES

Forward Collision Warning
warns drivers of an imminent 
frontal collision.

Auto High Beam detects headlights and 
tail lights of other vehicle and automatically 
switches to high or low beams.

Blind Spot Information System
helps detect vehicles in driver’s blind 
spot when changing lane.

Autonomous Emergency Braking
reacts quickly to apply the brakes in 
the event of a collision.

Adaptive Cruise Control
automatically adjusts speed to maintain 
a safe distance from vehicles ahead.

Autonomous Emergency Braking Adaptive Cruise Control

Auto High Beam detects headlights and Forward Collision Warning Blind Spot Information System

8IN10 
new cars available with 

driver assistance systems

70.7%
of new cars are available with 

Autonomous Emergency Braking technology 

55.5%   
of new cars are available with  

Adaptive Cruise Control 

83.6%  
of new cars offered with a 

self-activating safety system

1.9 million   
buyers a year able to benefit from 

collision avoidance technology

54.2%   
of new cars are available with  

Overtaking Sensors  

Distance Indication
helps drivers keep a safe following 
distance from the vehicle ahead.

Source: Latest autonomous technology vehicle content analysis conducted by JATO Dynamics
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CONNECTED AND AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES

Deployment of connected and autonomous vehicles 
– the global race to market

How does the UK compare 
with other countries?

Source: SMMT and Frost & Sullivan report, 2019: Connected and Autonomous Vehicles: The Global Race to Market



SMMT Industry Forum
Industry Forum, a training and 

consultancy, initially formed in 1994 

as a unique collaboration between 

leading vehicle manufacturers, 

SMMT and government to 

improve the performance and 

competitiveness of the UK’s 

automotive supply chain. Continued measurable 

success has led to sustained growth into many other 

sectors including aerospace, construction, domestic 

appliances, electronics and food. Industry Forum now 

provides support to blue chip organisations in more 

than 30 countries across fi ve continents.

www.industryforum.co.uk

The Motor Ombudsman
The Motor Ombudsman is the 

automotive dispute resolution 

body. Fully-impartial, it is the 

fi rst Ombudsman to be focused 

solely on the automotive 

sector. It self-regulates 

the UK’s motor industry, drives up standards and 

gives consumers added protection through its 

comprehensive Chartered Trading Standards Institute 

(CTSI)-approved Motor Industry Codes of Practice. .

 www.themotorombudsman.org
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DIS C L A IM E R 

This publication contains general in for mat ion 

a n d ,  a lt h o u g h S M M T endeavours to ensure 

that the content is accurate and up-to-date 

at the date of publication, no representation 

or warranty, express or implied, is made as to 

its accuracy or completeness and therefore 

the infor mat ion in th is publ icat ion should 

not be rel ied upon. Readers should always 

s eek a p pr opr iate a d v ice f r o m a s u i t a bly 

qualif ied expert before taking, or refraining 

f rom tak ing, any ac t ion . T he content s of 

th is publ icat ion should not be constr ued 

as advice or guidance and SMMT disclaims 

l iabil i t y for any loss, howsoever caused, 

ar is ing d irec tly or indirec tly f rom rel iance 

on the infor mat ion in th is publ icat ion. Any 

use of data should be credited to SMMT.
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