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CHAIRMAN’S STATEMENT
Firstly, I would like to thank you for your support for the
North East Automotive Alliance (NEAA) throughout 2020.
I was delighted to take over as Chair of the NEAA in April,
succeeding Steve Marsh who moved into a new role with
Nissan North America - as a founding board member of
the NEAA this certainly was an honour for me!
It has been a pleasure to see how the sector has come
together through turbulent and challenging times with
members supporting other members, members rising to
the challenge of the UK Government’s call for ventilator
and PPE production and the NEAA showing leadership
and agility to address the changing needs of its members.
It really does prove that the North East is wonderful place
to do business and in the network is far greater than the
sum of its parts.
Throughout 2020 the NEAA has demonstrated true
leadership and agility to meet the changing needs of its
members, something which has been recognised across
the UK and Europe.
The past twelve months will provide the foundation for
the NEAA to become a stronger cluster. I look forward to
working with the board and fellow members throughout
2021 to overcome our sectoral challenges and to build
upon our existing strengths in vehicle production and
electrification. We will continue to represent and work
on behalf of the whole North East automotive sector,
ensuring the region’s automotive sector has a voice and
where we seek to align regional and national strategies to
maximise the impact for the region.
I hope to count on your continued support and
membership throughout 2021.

Matt Boyle
Matt Boyle OBE

2020 NEAA Highlights
•

OEM and Tier 1 member companies engaged in a COVID-19
Emergency Response Group aimed at lobbying Government decision,
sharing best practice and supporting member recovery.

•

Over 100 NEAA webinars have been delivered between March and
December as NEAA took its events virtual.

•

Many of our member companies have came to the aid of the NHS
during the pandemic with much needed medical equipment and
Personal Protection Equipment (PPE).

•

The Annual Awards, which took place in February, awarded £14,500 to
STEM engagement activities and local schools.

•

In April the NEAA appointed Matt Boyle OBE as its new Chairman
following the departure of Steve Marsh.

•

The NEAA marked its 5th Anniversary in April by launching a new
printed Members Directory.

•

NEAA’s CEO Paul Butler was appointed as a member of the Business
Growth Board of the North East Local Enterprise Partnership, supporting
its aim of creating 100,000 more and better jobs in the North East

•

In July, the NEAA and partners secured the 5G enabled Connected and
Automated Logistics (CAL) pilot and proof of concept, which is a £4.9m
5G Create funded programme. The project will deliver a huge stride
forward in CAL, proving last-mile delivery for an autonomous HGV up to
40 tonnes on a private road.

•

NEAA’s first Virtual Automotive Export Week took place in September
and hosted 310 delegates from 180 companies across 27 countries.

•

In October, the NEAA and three partners commenced a nine month
project to Accelerate Cross-sector Collaborative Ecosystems and
Sustainable Supply-chains (ACCESS), funded by Innovate UK.

•

EV North was launched to strengthen the region’s position as the UK’s
leader in vehicle electrification and ensure businesses are best placed
to capitalise on this global electrification mega trend.
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A YEAR OF TRANSFORMATION AND INNOVATIVE
COMMUNICATIONS
The North East Automotive Alliance (NEAA)
reflects back on a transformative year as it
continues to virtually connect its members
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Since the start of lockdown at the end of March, the NEAA
has adapted and evolved its services to support member
companies as well as its financial structure to ensure it could
thrive throughout the difficult period.
It has hosted over 100 virtual webinars between March and
the end of the year, including 34 in one week as part of the
highly successful Automotive Export Week which featured 18
country briefings and was attended by 180 companies from 27
countries.
Additionally, the cluster has taken much of its best practice
sharing online, including the formation of a COVID-19
Emergency Response Group, as well as online focus
group activity from energy, injection moulding, trade and
manufacturing innovation.
To further connect its members, a virtual monthly NEtwork event
takes place enabling companies to learn more about industry
news and provides an opportunity to maximise membership and
talk to the NEAA team and fellow cluster participants.
Most recently, the NEAA announced that its first virtual Meet
the Buyer event will take place in February 2021 with Nissan,
Komatsu, Cummins, Marelli, Nifco, Unipres, Minth Automotive
and Magna Exteriors confirmed as buyers.
Paul Butler, CEO, North East Automotive Alliance, said: “As
we all reflect back on what can only be described as an
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unprecedented year, there have still been many positives.
“We have worked hard as a sector body to operate as a
community, albeit virtually, and we have run such a variety of
webinars which have helped transfer knowledge, advice and
guidance during this difficult period.
“We have also listened to demand from our members and
our monthly online networking event is proving popular and
beneficial to organisations wanting to hear more about
opportunities for the year ahead, plus fill the void from missed
networking with fellow members.
“As COVID has impacted most businesses in some way, there
has been an increase in demand when it comes to exporting to
help offset any downturn. We were delighted to announce our
partnership with leading foreign exchange specialist Xe earlier
this year, which will enable exporting NEAA members to benefit
from market leading exchange rates in relation to international
money transfer and is a relationship supported by the NEAA
Trade Group, formed last year to assist member trade activity.
“Innovation and new technology remain a key pillar of our
vision for the region. We want to be recognised as a true
automotive powerhouse with a very dynamic, forward-looking
and competitive supply chain, that incorporates strengths
in research, development, innovation and new automotive
electrification technologies and manufacturing processes.
The recently launched EV North initiative will help support this
activity, particularly in powertrain electrification.”
“As we face another tough year ahead, we will continue to
look at innovative new platforms and partnerships to benefit our
members and rally the region together.”

