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At the Expo...
The region’s flagship automotive 
exhibition and networking event.

Meet the Buyer
Sponsored by Prospot, Meet the Buyer 2024 will 
connect automotive buyers with potential suppliers to 
foster meaningful business connections. It will be 
supported by buyers including Nissan, Komatsu UK, 
Unipres (UK), Marelli, AESC UK, Magna Exteriors, Elring 
Klinger GB, Nifco, Highly Marelli and Faltec Europe.

An Expression of Interest (EOI) must be completed to 
be considered for a pre-bookable 20-minute buyer 
meeting. Information provided will be used by the 
buyers to choose which suppliers to meet. 

The NEAA works with buyers to identify appropriate 
suppliers depending on the commodities and services 
they are looking to procure. We cannot guarantee 
buyer meetings. Expo exhibitors and NEAA member 
companies will also be favoured. Companies with 
successful meetings will be notified at least one week 
prior to the event.

Registration
Please make sure you register for the Expo. Exhibitors 
and delegates must ensure any registration and/or 
changes to personnel are submitted to the organiser 
by 19 September latest. Please send details to the 
event organiser or via online registration: https://
northeastautomotivealliance.com/events/north-east-
automotive-expo-2024/

Working in partnership with our Registration Sponsor, 
CMYK, we will have contactless onsite registration, 
helping to streamline the registration process. All 
attendees will be issued with a registration QR code in 
advance of the event that can be scanned from your 
mobile device upon entry to the venue. 

Key Information
Date and Opening Times
Thursday 26 September 2024 
Registration opens from: 08.00 (Level 01) 
Exhibition opening times: 09.00-16.30 (Level 00)

Venue
Beacon of Light, Stadium Park, Sunderland, SR5 1SN

Car Parking
Parking has been allocated in the Stadium of Light car 
park and stewards will be on site to direct you. This is 
currently free and there is ample parking. Please ensure 
you DO NOT park within the Aquatic Centre car park or 
use the Services Yard entry at the rear of the Beacon.

https://northeastautomotivealliance.com/events/north-east-automotive-expo-2024/


Agenda
A schedule of headline speakers and panel 
discussions are planned for the main stage, 
which is sponsored by UK Independent 
Medical Limited.

Catering
All venue catering facilities will be open. Breakfast will 
be provided by Breakfast Sponsor, Jabil, available from 
8.00. Lunch will be offered to all attendees thanks to 
our Lunch Sponsor, Masfix. This will be located outside 
in a food van using a fully accredited catering 
provider. Attendees should make one visit to the 
catering van during the lunch break (12.00-13.00). 
Table and seating facilities will be provided indoors. 

Key Information
Refreshments
In partnership with our Refreshments Sponsor, SOS 
Industrial Ltd, we are providing tea, coffee and water 
facilities throughout the day. Make your way to one of 
the two manned coffee stations located in the 
exhibition hall.

WIFI
WIFI is available throughout the venue and details will 
be provided on the day of the event.

Expo Guide
The Expo Guide will be provided as hard copy and will 
be delivered by our Event Guide Sponsor, Horizon 
Works. You can pick these up at registration or at 
points throughout the exhibition hall. A digital copy will 
be provided in advance of the event.

Drinks and Networking Reception
The 10 Year Celebration Drinks Reception is 
sponsored by SMS Smart Manufacturing Solutions 
and SMS Technology, and will take place at the 
Main Stage area between 15.00-16.30. The reception 
will offer an informal networking environment for 
both exhibitors and delegates.

Damage and Loss
The organiser, the venue or the sponsors do not 
accept any responsibility for damage or loss of any 
properties brought in by the exhibitors and/ or their 
contractors, as well as delegates.

Photography
An official show photographer and film crew will be on 
site taking photographs and video throughout the 
duration of the event. The event organiser shall be 
entitled to use this material for the promotion of future 
events. You may be approached to contribute to 
such activity, which is at your own discretion.

• Event Opens: 09:00

• Exhibition: 09:00 – 15:00

• Skills Lounge: 09:00-15:00

• Meet the Buyer: 10:00-15:00

• Lunch: 12:00-13:00

• 10 Year Celebration Drinks Reception: 15:00

• Event Closes: 16:30

Key Note Speakers, panel discussions and 
demonstrations:

• 09:10 Main Sponsor Welcome: Patrick Melia, 
Chief Executive, Sunderland City Council

• 09:25 NEAA Welcome and 10 Year Journey: 
Paul Butler, CEO, NEAA

• 09:45 MADE NE (Manufacturing, Automation, 
Digitalisation, Electrification North East): 
Craig Jennings, MSPO Manager, Nissan 
Motor Manufacturing UK

• 11:00 Digital Panel Discussion: The hardest 
part of a successful digital transformation is 
knowing where to start.

• 13:00 Keynote Speaker: Kim McGuinness, 
North East Mayor

• 13:30 Energy Use and Decarbonisation to 
Meet Net Zero Targets: Stephen Irish, 
Director, SMART ORIGIN

• 14:00 VEX Robotics Showcase and V-CAL 
Demonstration






